
RULES & REGULATIONS USING DRONE IN DANUM VALLEY CONSERVATION 
AREA (DVCA), MALIAU BASIN CONSERVATION AREA (MBCA) & IMBAK CANYON 

CONSERVATION AREA (ICCA) 
 

 
1. Drone must be registered with the management committee when the operator 

applies for authorization from the management committee to use drone in the 

following area: 

NO. MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AREA 

1 Danum Valley Management Committee 

Danum Valley 
Conservation Area 

Taliwas River 
Conservation Area 

Silam Coast Conservation 
Area 

INFAPRO 

2 Maliau Basin Management Committee 

Maliau Basin 
Conservation Area 

INIKEA Site 

SUAS and RIL site 

3 Imbak Canyon Management Committee 
Imbak Canyon 

Conservation Area 

    
2. Drone user is also requires to obtain permit from the Office of Internal Affairs 

& Research, Chief Minister’s Department, Sabah. 
 

3. Drone or any related fee must be paid in prior; 
 Drone registration fee (RM50.00/unit) – Applied to all applicants. 

 
 Other additional charges: 

 
a.  Commercial (Overseas) Fee: - Applied to Overseas Companies (to be 

imposed if filming & Photography are using only drone as equipment) 
i. Filming (RM12,500 + RM2,500 deposit) (Deposit is refundable 

upon receiving two copies of the edited film). 
ii. Photography (RM500/unit) 

 
 



b. Commercial (Local) Fee: -  
Applied to Local Companies (to be imposed if filming & Photography are 

using only drone as equipment) 
 

i. Filming (RM500 + RM250 deposit) (Deposit is refundable upon 

receiving two copies of the edited film). 
ii. Photography (RM100/unit) 

 
c. Non- commercial (Overseas) Fee: -  

Applied to Overseas Tourists/Guests/Researchers 
i. Filming (RM100) 

ii. Photography (RM50/unit) 
 

d. Non- commercial (Local) Fee: -  
Applied to Local Tourists/Guests/Researchers 

i. Filming (RM50) 
ii. Photography (RM25/unit) 

 
4.  Operating rules: 

 Drone weight must be 20kg or less 
 MUST keep drone in – lines of sight all times. 
 MUST remain under 400 ft or 150 m. 
 MUST fly at or below 100 km/hr. 
 MUST not fly over human or crowd. 
 MUST not fly under influence. 
 MUST not fly from a moving vehicle. 
 MUST yield right of way to manned aircraft all the time. 

 


